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This new series highlights low-traffic scenic roads, both dirt and paved, suitable for riding on both

mountain and road bikes.
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Patricia Vance is the author of Bicycle Touring: The New Complete Guide to Touring by Bike and
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in the United States. She has led bicycle tours of the city for the Bicycle Club of Philadelphia.

I've enjoyed using this book; I have been on about five of the suggested rides, and enjoyed them all.

In some cases they made me aware of areas of the region that I had ignored, and so I'm very

grateful to the author. And I plan to buy the guides to adjacent regions as well.So what follows is

intended as very friendly constructive criticism, in hopes of a second edition, and perhaps general

improvement of the series.First, PLEASE could the maps not be detailed. Yesterday we tried the

Ringing Rocks route. The instructions all depend on knowing the names of particular roads (all, for a

miracle, clearly marked by the highway department) but those names are mostly NOT on the map.

So it's very hard to know where you are. In this case we wanted to turn back half way, and joint the

canal in the middle of the route instead of doing the whole 26 miles, but there was no indication on



map of what the names of the relevant roads are.Second, and I know this is hard in all such matters,

but please write the directions for getting to the starting place in such a way that someone coming

for the first time will absolutely get a good start. For example, in the Ringing Rocks instruction, why

not say "there's an enormous white Baptist church where Cafferty Rd meets PA 32. And tell us

which way to go in starting out: "Start at the parking lot" is much more helpful if you say where to go

(North ? south?)I'm thinking of getting a GPS to complement the book. But in a perfect world,

especially for beginners, that surely shouldn't be necessary.Third, why not make clear which rides

can easily be shortened. The Ringing Rocks route can easily be two rides of half the distance, but

only the map (inadequate, see above) makes that clear. The Delaware River Canal Towpath Route

never even mentions (and it's not marked on the map) that there are places to cross which, again,

can make the ride into a series of much shorter ones.The book is clearly intended for beginners. We

get a guide to biking in Center City Philadelphia, and we're told about Fairmount Park and the

Schylkill. So why not offer as many short rides as possible??
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